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1) The amendment filed 2/09/2004 is acknowledged. New claim 
2 is currently been added. 

2) Claims land! are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

The rejection of the phrases " each pit corresponding to a 
form of control for access to the entire data storage medium " ( 
claim 1, lines 6-7 ) and " the data structure comprising a data 
area " ( claim 1, lines 3-4 ) in previously office action is 
repeated herein. 

The phrase " one pit specifying control of access to the 
entire data storage medium " ( claim 2, lines 4-5 ) is rejected 
with the same reasons set forth in claim 1 with the phrase " each 
pit corresponding to a form of control for access to the entire 
data storage medium " ( claim 1, lines 6-7 ) above, 

3) The following is a quotation of the appropriate 
paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the 
rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

4) (b) the invention was patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

5) Claims land!, as understood by the meaning of 112, 2'''^ 
above, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 Cb) as being anticipated 
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by CURTIS et al ( 5,233,576 ) . 

CURTIS et al discloses a data storage inedium having a 
control data stored in the form of a data structure as claimed in 
claims 1 and 2, comprising: 

a data area includes information for control of access to 
regions of the data storage medium, a region is less than the 
entire data storage medium ( Fig. 2, control track 2 04 contains 3 
sectors 3 02; Fig. 4, data 408 controls of access to regions of the 
data storage medium ) ; 

a header comprises a set of bits, each bit corresponding to 
a form of control for access to the entire data storage medium ( 
Fig. 4, the header contains 402, 404 and 406 with sets of bits for 
specifying control access to the storage medium. In this case, 
the sector is media descriptor table which specifies the storage 
medium is WORM type or magneto-optical type and setting an 
accessing control suitable thereof. See column 5, line 8 to 
column 6, line 57 ) . 

6) Applicant's arguments filed 2/09/2004 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

First, the claims ( claims 1 and 2 ) are unclear and cannot 
be understood since they did not show how " pit corresponding to 
a form of control for access to the entire data storage medium " 
and the specification does not have this teaching also. Since 
this feature is not old and well known in the art, the 
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specification must provide in detail how to perform this 
function. 

Second, data structure is a logical relationship among data 
elements, designed to support specific data manipulation 
functions. Therefore, data structure is not a physical device ( 
for example, a storage medium ) and cannot have an "area" as 

claimed in claims 1 and 2 . 

For that reason, the claims are still rejectable as shown 
above . 

7) Applicant's arguments with respect to claims land! have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) of 
rejection. 

8) Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TAN X. DINH 
whose telephone number is (703)308-4859. The examiner can normally 
be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00AM - 5:30PM . 

The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (703)872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305-3900. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. 
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Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at (866)217-9197 
(toll-free) . 




TANDINH 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 

April 7, 2004 



Application/Control Number: 09/921,024 
Art Unit: 2653 



Page 2 



1) The amendment filed 2/09/2004 is acknowledged. New claim 
2 is currently been added. 

2) Claims land! are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

The rejection of the phrases " each pit corresponding to a 
form of control for access to the entire data storage medium " ( 
claim 1, lines 6-7 ) and " the data structure comprising a data 
area " ( claim 1, lines 3-4 ) in previously office action is 
repeated herein. 

The phrase " one pit specifying control of access to the 
entire data storage medium " ( claim 2, lines 4-5 ) is rejected 
with the same reasons set forth in claim 1 with the phrase " each 
pit corresponding to a form of control for access to the entire 
data storage medium " ( claim 1, lines 6-7 ) above. 

3) The following is a quotation of the appropriate 
paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the 
rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

4) (b) the invention was patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

5) Claims land!, as understood by the meaning of 112, 2'''^ 
above, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 



Application/Control Nutnber: 09/921,024 
Art Unit: 2653 



Page 3 



by CURTIS et al ( 5,233,576 ) . 

CURTIS et al discloses a data storage medium having a 
control data stored in the form of a data structure as claimed in 
claims 1 and 2, comprising: 

a data area includes information for control of access to 
regions of the data storage medium, a region is less than the 
entire data storage medium ( Fig. 2, control track 2 04 contains 3 
sectors 302; Fig,4, data 408 controls of access to regions of the 
data storage medium ) ; 

a header comprises a set of bits, each bit corresponding to 
a form of control for access to the entire data storage medium ( 
Fig. 4, the header contains 402, 404 and 406 with sets of bits for 
specifying control access to the storage medium. In this case, 
the sector is media descriptor table which specifies the storage 
medium is WORM type or magneto-optical type and setting an 
accessing control suitable thereof. See column 5, line 8 to 
column 6, line 57 ) . 

6) Applicant's arguments filed 2/09/2004 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

First, the claims ( claims 1 and 2 ) are unclear and cannot 
be understood since they did not show how " pit corresponding to 
a form of control for access to the entire data storage medium " 
and the specification does not have this teaching also. Since 
this feature is not old and well known in the art, the 



Application/Control Number: 09/921,024 
Art Unit: 2653 



Page 4 



specification must provide in detail how to perform this 
function. 

Second, data structure is a logical relationship among data 
elements, designed to support specific data manipulation 
functions. Therefore, data structure is not a physical device ( 
for example, a storage medium ) and cannot have an "area" as 

claimed in claims 1 and 2 . 

For that reason, the claims are still rejectable as shown 
above . 

7) Applicant's arguments with respect to claims land! have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) of 
rejection . 

8) Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TAN X. DINH 
whose telephone number is (703)308-4859. The examiner can normally 
be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00AM - 5:30PM . 

The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (703)872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305-3900. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. 



Application/Control Number: 09/921,024 
Art Unit: 2653 



Page 5 



Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at (866)217-9197 
(toll-free) . 




TAN DINH 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 

April 7, 2004 



